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359 March 4, 1904 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine Hospital Service.] 

Summary of work in Chinatown and Latin quarter, San Francisco, 
for the week ended February 27, 1904- 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, under 
date of February 29: 

Week ended February 27, 1904- 

Buildings reinspected 179 

Rooms 1, 403 

Persons inspected 1, 556 

Sick inspected 25 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 10 

Dead examined 8 

Necropsies 4 

Rats examined bacteriologically 36 

Number showing pest infection 

Places limed and disinfected 955 

Times streets swept 3 

Sewers flushed 14 

Notices served to abate plumbing nuisances 23 

Plumbing nuisances abated 12 

Undergoing abatement 34 

Total number of plumbing inspections 406 

Plague cave* No*. 115, 116, and 117 bacteriologically confirmed. 

San Francisco, Cal., February 27, 1904. 
Wyman, Washington : 

Case 115, Irene Rossi, is bacteriologically confirmed. 

Blue. 

San Francisco, Cal. , February 24, 1904- 
Wyman, Washington : 

Case 116, Guiseppe Rossi, reported February 12, is bacteriologically 
confirmed. Diagnosis bacteriologically confirmed in case 117. 

Blue. 

History of 'plague cases Nos. 116 and 117. 

San Francisco, Cal. , February 24-, 1904- 
Sir: Referring to my telegram "Case 116, Giuseppe Rossi, reported 
February . 12, is bacteriologically confirmed," dated February 24, I 
have the honor to report further as follows: Giuseppe Rossi, an Italian 
peddler, aged 54 years, died February 12, 1904. Rossi insisted on his 
right to attend the necropsy performed on the body of his daughter, 
Irene Rossi, February 9. Events proved afterwards that he was sick 
at the time, but being buoyed up by grief or excitement, did not take 
to his bed until the following da}\ Subsequently Dr. George' Gross, 
of No. 326 Kearny street, was called in, and, on learning the character 
of the illness in the family, decided to report the matter to the health 
authorities. Notification of his illness, however, came too late for any 
of our inspectors to see him while alive. Necropsic findings, February 
12, pointed strongly to pneumonic plague. 

The house at No. 6 Verraness street was immediately closed and 
fumigated with sulphur. Fearing that this would not be sufficient, 
some of the beddihg was burned and bichloride of mercury solution 
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and chloride of lime were distributed plentifully in cellars and on the 
premises. The surveillance kept over the other members of the fam- 
ily resulted in the finding, on the beginning of the second da\ 7 of the 
disease, the case of Mrs. Rossi, and on the first day the suspected 
case of Joseph Rossi. 

Respectfully, Rtjpebt Blue, 

Passed A ssistan t Surgeon . 
The Surgeon-General. 

San Francisco, Cal., February 6 25, 190 Jf. 

Sir: Referring to that part of my telegram of February 24, reading 
"Diagnosis bacteriologically confirmed in case 117," I have the honor 
to report further as follows: Fung Bu, a Chinese gambler, aged 42 
years, died at 714£ Jackson street, February 14, 1904. So far as we 
know this case was not reported to the Six Companies during life, nor 
had it been treated by white physicians. The body was sent to the 
morgue in the usual way, and the first hint of the real cause of death 
was obtained by the necropsy surgeon from a smear made from an 
enlarged mesenteric gland. A complete necropsy was performed, 
during the course of which the usual pathological findings in such 
cases were demonstrated. 

The provisional diagnosis of tonsilar plague made at the necropsy 
has been bacteriologically confirmed. 

Respectfully, Rupert Blue, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. 

The Surgeon-General. 

Observations on the long life of the larvse of Stegomyia fasciata at 

Louisville, Ey. 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Young, 
under date of February 12, 1903: 

I have the honor to report the following as of some practical interest 
in connection with the quarantine of vessels from ports infected with 
yellow fever: 

On September 13, 1903, Assistant Surgeon Berry collected some 
water from a bucket which had been carelessly left by an attendant in 
the stable, and transferred the same to containers in the laboratory at 
this station. 

The water contained some mosquito larvae, and some of the produce 
of these were used by Assistant Surgeon Berry while studying the 
mosquitoes of the neighborhood. 

A portion of the water was placed in a small specimen jar and a 
piece of 3-ply gauze fastened over the top of the jar by means of 
a heavy rubber band secured under shoulder at top of jar. 

This portion was not used, and the jar remained, for the time for- 
gotten, on the shelf with other containers. 

About the middle of December, just prior to Doctor Berry's depar- 
ture, we were much surprised at noticing a live pupa in the jar, and 
so I held it for observation. 

The pupa continued to live and on December 21 developed into a 
mosquito, thus giving a period of development of not less than ninety- 
nine days, and this proved to be a Stegomyia fasciata (female), at least 



